
F-35 project 

 
The F-35 (JSF) – Joint Strike Fighter is a joint, multinational acquisition program 
for the Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and eight cooperative international 
partners. Expected to be the largest military aircraft procurement ever, the 
stealth, supersonic F-35 Joint Strike Fighter (F-35) will replace a wide range of 
aging fighter and strike aircraft for the U.S. Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps and 
allied defense forces worldwide. The program’s hallmark is affordability achieved 
through a high degree of aircraft commonality among three variants: 
conventional takeoff/landing (CTOL), carrier variant (CV) and short 
takeoff/vertical landing (STOVL) aircraft. Innovative concepts and advanced 
technologies will significantly reduce weapon system life-cycle costs while 
meeting the strike weapon system requirements of military customers. 
Procurement is planned to continue through 2026 and possibly beyond. JSF 
aircraft may well stay in service until 2060 or longer. 
 
The program began in November 1996 with a 5-year competition between 
Lockheed Martin and Boeing to determine the most capable and affordable 
preliminary aircraft design. On 26 October 2001 the Pentagon announced that 
Lockheed-Martin had won the largest military contract ever, a possible $200 
billion competition to build the Joint Strike Fighter. Air Force Secretary Jim Roche 
said on the basis of strengths, weaknesses and degrees of risk of the program 
that the Lockheed-Martin team was the winner on a "best- value" basis. He said 
Lockheed-Martin was a clear winner over the team led by Boeing. Total cost of 
the contract to enter the systems development and demonstration phase is $19 
billion. Pratt and Whitney has a $4 billion contract to design and build propulsion 
systems for the craft. The British will contribute $2 billion to the program. 
 
Optimum is a certified supplier by Lockheed Martin and is allowed to participate in 
various contracts and bids as the technical documentation firm for the projects 
subcontractors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/systems/aircraft/f-35.htm 
 


